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About the cover 

o Leslie is one of the subjects of the Victoria-based Bringing 

Photography Home project, which provides professional portraits to 

people experiencing homelessness. Leslie says: "This fur coat was my 

saviour. It kept me warm during the two years I lived in a tent in a 

park." For more photos, see the cover story on page 14. 

Rick Collins photo. 

Photo this page

k Joe, photographed as part of the 

Bringing Photography Home project,  

used medicinal cannabis to treat pain 

related to terminal cancer. 

"I want my daughter, who I have not 

seen in years, to have this photograph 

of her dad." 

More photos start on page 14 of this 

issue. Rick Collins photo.
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Julia Aoki

Executive Director

Megaphone Magazine

Let’s gather our collective 
force for transformation

September is a month bookended by 

days of remembrance and action. 

Every Aug. 31, communities come together 

to recognize International Overdose 

Awareness Day, a painfully necessary 

date to bring attention to the toxic drug 

supply crisis afflicting communities 

across this province and country. 

In July 2022, British Columbia reached 

the grim milestone of 10,000 fatalities 

since it declared deaths from overdose 

a public health emergency in 2016. 

In the first half of the year, 1,095 

deaths from overdose were recorded, an 

increase over 2021, meaning 2022 is on 

pace to be the deadliest year for toxic drug 

fatalities and overdose in B.C.’s history.

But this is not just affecting our region or 

province. According to overdoseday.com, 

Canada reported 7,560 overdose deaths 

in 2021, an average of 21 deaths per day. 

Globally, deaths from overdose or toxic drugs 

have risen sharply over the last two decades. 

While, as with most health crises, the 

toxic drug supply will most severely 

impact vulnerable and marginalized 

communities, this is a crisis that 

can affect anyone, anywhere. 

As a result of these numbers and the 

insufficient response by all levels of 

government to combat the overdose crisis, 

communities come together every Aug. 31 

to ensure loved ones are not forgotten and 

to push policy-makers to take action. 

Community events are as much a 

public memorial as they are a loud 

and clear declaration that drug 

deaths do not need to happen.

With a more comprehensive and readily 

available safe supply, people will live. 

Without the stigma associated with drug 

use, people will find the support and 

resources they need, and they will live. 

This month also ends with a day for 

reflection and commitment to action. 

Sept. 30 is the National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation, a day to remember and 

honour all the Indigenous children harmed 

through removal from their families and 

communities, and sent to residential 

schools. It’s a day to remember the lives 

lost and show solidarity with survivors. 

As we don our orange shirts on the 

last day of September, I hope we can 

collectively reflect on the institutional 

legacies of Indigenous genocide. Harmful 

legacies such as entrenched poverty, a 

lack of access to clean drinking water 

in many rural Indigenous communities 

and a continuation of family separations 

causing intergenerational trauma. 

These are days of mourning — reminders 

of our shared humanity and calls to action. 

We know now that seemingly impossible 

feats can be realized through collective 

efforts. If we heed these communities' 

calls, imagine what we can do.  

You are invited to Megaphone’s annual 

fundraiser on Sept. 20 from 5:30-7 p.m.! 

Join us in person for mocktails, music 

and a joyful celebration of our programs 

and the 2022 Vancouver Vendor of the 

Year. Get more information on this 

annual event and buy your tickets at 

megaphonemagazine.com/events. 

Toxic drug fatalities and institutional harm against 
Indigenous Peoples are painful and perpetual legacies 
we must all work together to change

m The Coalition of Peers Dismantling the Drug War, Drug Users Liberation Front, and Vancouver Area Network of Drug Users held a march 

in Vancouver earlier this year to honour those lost to the poisoned drug supply in B.C. Mike Graeme photo. 
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‘I didn’t tell anybody 
about this story...’

The Sling

By the Bear Whisperer

A long time ago, before I started 

to smoke, way back in 1975…

I didn’t tell anybody about this story, 

because nobody would believe me.

I thought one day, ‘I’m going to make 

myself a sling.’ I called it a slingshot.

I don’t know why I made it. It 

was just a trouble maker.

One day, just outside of my mom’s three-

bedroom trailer, I just finished making my 

slingshot. While I was throwing my slingshot 

around testing it out, I let the rock go by 

releasing one string of my slingshot.

The rock went through my late mom’s 

living room window, which was big.

I accidentally broke the 

window with my slingshot.

Was I ever in big trouble. They took my 

slingshot away from me. I didn’t know 

anything about using a slingshot.

Months passed, so I made another 

slingshot. This time I was getting better 

at firing or releasing my slingshot.

This is the part where nobody 

is going to believe me.

After school one day, I was walking around 

these roads around our trailer, when all of 

a sudden, a bunch of grouse chickens flew 

out of the bushes. A couple landed on a pine 

tree just in front of me — 30-40 feet away.

It was just enough time for me to put a nice-

sized rock in my slingshot. I carefully put the 

rock in my sling and threw it around about 

four times and with all my might released a 

string on my sling. I saw my rock hurtling fast 

toward the chicken on my left — and poof !

All I could see was a big ball of feathers.

I hit and killed the chickens dead 

centre. What a shot! And of course 

nobody saw this shot but me. 

I brought the chicken home. I told 

my mom how I killed the chicken.

It didn’t matter how I got the chicken,. 

We had it for supper that evening. 

I will never forget about the 

sling that I made.  

/  vendor voices

o The Bear Whisperer is a prolific writer 

and has been a Megaphone vendor for just 

over six years. Paula Carlson photo.
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By Jathinder Sandhu

I stood in the rain, under awnings, in 

homeless shelters, slept on park benches 

without a fixed address in my addiction. 

My addiction and my homelessness 

coincided with one another. Addiction 

was at its root the cause of my misery 

and it took every last penny from me

I remember how I would couch surf 

and put myself in dangerous situations 

with predatory men. They would have 

a couch and I needed a place to rest my 

head but I would sleep with one eye open, 

not getting much-needed respite for my 

endless walking around Vancouver streets, 

sometimes in the snow and sometimes 

in the sweltering heat. For a while, the 

only time I had a roof over my head was 

when I was in a psychiatric hospital. 

We abuse people who are without the 

dignity of having a home by blaming 

them for being lazy and unemployable. 

Vancouver’s identified homeless is at least 

2,000 and climbing. Lack of affordable 

housing is a huge factor in the homeless 

crisis in Vancouver. The camps set up 

between Main and Carrall Streets are not 

there out of choice, but out of necessity. 

Having a home is essential for our 

mental, physical and emotional health. 

How do you eat without a stove, or bathe 

without a bath, or sleep without a bed? 

That man under the bridge with a bottle 

of alcohol hidden under his coat is the 

stereotype of a homeless addicted person. 

We forget that mothers with children or 

runaway teens are also part of the picture. 

I do not profess to have an answer to 

solving the problem of homelessness, 

but I do know that having empathy is a 

start to de-stigmatizing addiction and 

homelessness. I think of family when I think 

of the Downtown Eastside. I think that 

these are not random people suffering, but 

someone’s mother, father, daughter, son 

or friend. When I see an addicted fentanyl 

user, I remind myself that she could be my 

mother and ask myself how would I feel if 

she was? We must stop treating the addicted 

and homeless as objects and with contempt.

My journey has been a long one. 

If I hadn’t entered recovery I would 

definitely still be going through the 

revolving door of homelessness.

In closing, I would like to say that 

depending on a Higher Power of my 

understanding was paramount in alleviating 

my addiction and thus pulling me out 

of homelessness. Having a home is also 

important for my spiritual health. I can 

put together my altar and do my spiritual 

rituals because I have a home to do them in.

Everyone ought to have the right to a 

home because it is part of our humanity and 

for that I am grateful. Don’t you think so? 

q Jathinder Sandhu is a Megaphone vendor 

and a published writer in this year's Voices 

of the Street (VOTS) literary anthology. In 

fact, the title of the book — Stealing Looks 

at the Sun — is taken from her poem Rose. 

Jathinder read her work at the VOTS book  

launch earlier this year. Kayla Isomura 

photo.

What to do about homelessness? 
Having empathy is a start 

/  vendor voices
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By Rebecca Bollwitt

I read Tara McGuire’s Holden Af ter and 

Before: Love Letter for a Son Lost  to 

Overdose in three days this summer. The 

f irst t ime I opened the book, I made it to 

the end of the f irst page and sobbed into 

the neck of my T-shirt I had pulled over 

my face. The box of tissues we usually 

keep on the table at the end of the couch 

was out of reach and I felt pure sorrow. 

I felt her ache come through right there 

on the page, but I couldn’t put it down.

Beginning with her son Holden 

Courage's death in 2015 of an accidental 

opioid overdose at age 21, the book leaps 

through time and space as McGuire f lips 

between memor y, fact and fantasy in her 

search for understanding of not only her 

son's tragic death, but also of his life. 

“At the beginning I didn’t realize I was 

working on a book, but I guess I was,” says 

McGuire. “It ’s been a long journey and 

I’ve learned so much through the process 

that I’m really grateful for. But at the 

same time, I wish the book didn’t exist.”

McGuire didn’t have any formal 

training as a novelist until she was 

asked to share Holden’s stor y.

“The process was really slow at the 

beginning, and I was just writing 

occasional poems and messages. 

Then I was asked to write a couple of 

personal essays for CBC,” she recalls.

In 2016, B.C.’s provincial health 

off icer declared a public health 

emergency in response to the rise 

in drug overdoses and deaths. 

“I was asked to respond on a personal 

level to t hose st at ist ics,” says McGuire.

She f ig ured out t hat she def in itely 

had somet h ing to say, a nd sha re, but t he 

on ly w r it ing she had done prev iously 

wa s for rad io. A f r iend encoura ged her 

to en rol in t he Wr iter s’  St ud io at Simon 

Fra ser Un iver sit y, wh ich is pa r t of it s 

cont inuing educat ion prog ra m. She d id 

t hat for a yea r a nd t hen used some of t he 

e s says she w rote to 

apply for t he Ma ster s 

of Fine A r t s prog ra m 

at t he U BC School 

of Creat ive Wr it ing, 

g raduat ing in 2020.

“I’ve re -w r it ten 

t he book a couple of 

t ime s since t hen, so 

it  ha s been worked 

on for a rea l ly long 

t ime,” she adds. “But 

I ’d say it  gat hered 

moment um a s t he 

yea r s went on.”

McGuire de scr ibe s 

it  a s pa r t memoir, 

pa r t f ic t ion, a nd 

create s scene s in t he 

book using jumping 

of f point s or sig n 

post s,  such a s piece s 

of ev idence t hat she 

had, conver sat ions 

w it h h is f r iends, 

or a photog raph.

“In it ia l ly I  t houg ht I  wa s just going to 

w r ite Holden’s stor y f rom h is point of 

v iew, a nd t hen I rea l ized t hat it  d id n’t 

sound ver y genuine a nd t hat I  had to 

sor t of concept ua lize h is ex per ience 

t h roug h my ow n. It  wou ld n’t be fa ir 

to just w r ite a book pretend ing to be 

h im, u lt imately, so I  w rote it  in one 

fa sh ion t hen d iscovered t hat I  had to 

rew r ite it  in a d if ferent way in order to 

be a s honourable to h im a s I  cou ld.”

Vancouver as a character

The second time I cracked open 

the book, I was ready with the tissue 

box at my side. There were f lashback 

montages of Holden’s life, the early days 

of McGuire’s career in broadcasting 

and her journey of becoming a mother 

to Holden and his younger sister. 

I appreciated familiar “Vancouverisms,” 

like crossing the Lions Gate Bridge and 

counting the silhouettes of cargo ships 

in English Bay, 

the $2.95 Bon’s Off 

Broadway breakfast 

and the marquee 

at the Rickshaw 

Theatre, which 

pulled me in as a 

local reader — as 

did the scenes 

in the rain.

“I really did 

want Vancouver 

to almost be 

a character in 

the stor y,” says 

McGuire. “Our 

city is so beautiful 

and so unique 

in the landscape 

with the natural 

characteristics 

that we have. 

Also, there is the 

extreme poverty 

and hopelessness 

we have on the 

Downtown Eastside, and Holden, my son, 

was ver y much a product of all of those 

environments. He loved all of the aspects 

and I hope that came through in the book 

too — that he really loved the sea and the 

forest, but he also loved the gritty alleys 

as a graff iti artist. You know, he really 

related to being in that landscape as well.”

Part memoir, part fiction, all love — a mother's literary tribute shows the 
tragedy of the toxic drug crisis at an achingly personal level

HONOURING A SON

LOST TO OVERDOSE

Change that works  /  9

“It’s been a long 

journey and I’ve 

learned so much 

through the process 

that I’m really 

grateful for. But 

at the same time, 

I wish the book 

didn’t exist.”

— Tara McGuire

continued on page 10

o Tara McGuire stands alongside a mural 
of her late son Holden during the Holden 

Courage Graffiti Jam held in August as part 

the Vancouver Mural Festival. Graffiti was 

a big part of Holden's life, and friends and 

family come together each year to honour 

his memory. The young man died at age 21  

of an accidental drug overdose in 2017. 

Photo by Mike McNeeley.
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Author: at book launch on Sept. 28

The reader follows along as the 

author retraces her steps, her stages 

of grief and her “mourning” sickness, 

along with anecdotes, essays and 

vignettes from Holden’s life. 

In addition to familiar Vancouver 

scener y, a few names also popped 

out on the page, such as Sarah Bly th, 

Executive Director of the Overdose 

Prevention Society (OPS).

“Sarah is great. Sarah is an icon 

and the work that she’s doing is 

invaluable,” McGuire says.

In tr ying to retrace Holden’s steps and 

understand more about his life, McGuire 

visited OPS and in the book, describes 

her experience of meeting drug users.

“They all are people who have life 

circumstances that we don’t understand… 

it just made me realize that ever yone’s 

life should be valued equally, and the 

work that Sarah’s doing is making 

that more and more apparent.”

During the f irst half of 2022, more than 

1,000 people have already been killed by 

toxic drugs in this province, according 

to data from the BC Coroners Ser vice 

released in August. After six months, 

B.C. is on track to record its deadliest 

year ever, surpassing last year’s record-

setting total of 2,264 overdose fatalities.

Since the public health emergency was 

declared  in 2016, B.C. has lost more than 

10,000 lives to toxic drugs and overdose.

McGuire hopes that her book will help 

readers change both their thinking about 

people who use substances 

and their language as well.

 “I used to have a 

different opinion, so I 

guess if there’s any thing 

I hope happens [from this 

book being published], 

is a shift in thinking 

and a widening in that 

conversation around 

how we can help people 

who are struggling.”

The big gest headstone

I  f i n i she d t he b o ok t he 

t h i rd t i me I  s at  dow n 

a nd cr acke d it  op en, 

t hu mbi n g pa s t  my p en 

m a rk s i n t he m a r g i n s 

where Mc Gu i re’s  w r it i n g s t r uck a chord: 

“E ver yone i s  s ome mot her ’s  ch i ld .”

T h rou g h Ho l d e n :  A f t e r  an d 

B e for e ,  t he re ader get s  to k now 

b ot h of  t ho s e p e ople — t h rou g h t he 

he a r tbre a k ,  f r u s t r at ion,  a n ger,  te a r s , 

wa r mt h,  love a nd c ompa s sion.

“E ver y b o dy de s er ve s love,  ever y b o dy 

de s er ve s supp or t  a nd go o d he a lt h,  a nd 

a plac e to l ive.  Holden d id n’t  s t r u g g le 

ne c e s s a r i ly w it h homele s sne s s ,  but he 

ver y e a si ly c ou ld h ave,”  Mc Gu i re add s . 

“I  don' t  t h i n k it  m at ter s wh at you r 

ci rc u m s t a nc e s a re,  I  t h i n k we h ave a 

re sp on sibi l it y to lo ok a f ter  ever yone. 

R ig ht now t here a re s ome ver y la r ge 

d i spa r it ie s i n who get s lo oke d a f ter 

a nd who do e sn’t ,  a nd I ’m hopi n g t h at 

we c a n work toget her to ch a n ge t h at .”

Holden’s  le g ac y l ive s on,  i n m a ny 

way s ,  i nclud i n g t h rou g h t he Va nc ouver 

Mu r a l  Fe s t iva l  a nd t he Holden 

C ou r a ge Memor ia l  F u nd for A r t i s t s . 

T he fe s t iva l  ho s t s  t he a n nu a l Holden 

C ou r a ge Memor ia l  Gr a f f it i  Ja m, where 

a r t i s t s  get  toget her 

to cre ate a r t work .

“ T he f i r s t  ye a r, 

Holden’s  f r iend s c a me 

a nd cre ate d a big mu r a l 

w it h Holden’s  fac e a nd 

h i s  n a me. T h at f i r s t  ye a r 

i s  a  ch apter i n t he b o ok ,” 

Mc Gu i re ex pla i n s .

T he mu r a l  i s  lo c ate d at 

2 01 5 M a i n St .  at  E a s t  5t h 

Avenue,  a nd wh i le t he 

m a i n a r t work of  Holden 

h a s s t aye d ,  sub s e quent 

a r t i s t s  h ave c ome a nd 

pa i nte d t he side wa l l 

w it h b e aut i f u l  new 

g r a f f it i  pie c e s ever y ye a r.

T he proje c t  i s  f u nde d 

by t he Holden C ou r a ge 

Memor ia l  F u nd for A r t i s t s ,  wh ich 

wa s cre ate d i n h i s  memor y to supp or t 

ot her you n g a r t i s t s .  L e a r n more at 

ht t p s://w w w.va nc ouver fou nd at ion.

c a // holdenc ou r a ge.   

Holden A f ter  a nd B efore:  L ove L et ter 

for  a  S on L o s t  to O verdo s e ,  pu b l i s h e d 

b y  A r s e n a l  P u lp  P r e s s ,  i s  a vail a b l e 

fo r  pr e - o r d e r  n o w an d  w il l  b e  o n s a l e 

a s  o f  S e p t .  2 7  (C an a d a)  an d  O c t .  18 

( U. S .).  V i s it  ht t p s://ar s e n a lpu lp.c o m /

B o o k s/ H / Ho l d e n -A f t e r - an d -B e for e

A l s o:  j o in  Tar a M c G uir e a t  a  b o o k 

l aun c h  in  N o r th  Van c o u v e r a t  th e 

P o l y g o n  G a l l e r y,  101  C ar r i e  C a t e s  C o ur t , 

N o r th  Van c o u v e r,  o n S e p t .  2 8  a t  7  p.m . 

F r e e e v e n t .  A t t e n d e e s  mu s t  R S V P pr i or 

t o  th e e v e n t  t o  hi@ t aram c g uir e .c o m .  

from page 9

/  heartbeats

q The Holden Courage Graffiti Jam took 

place Aug. 6-7 at Main Alley and East 5th 

Avenue. Graffiti was a major part of Holden’s 

life; he was happiest when he was painting. 

This annual event celebrates that joy by 

showcasing the skill and expression of graffiti. 

Courage’s family continues his legacy by 

financially supporting young graffiti writers 

through the Holden Courage Memorial 

Fund for Artists. Photo by Mike McNeeley.

https://arsenalpulp.com/Books/H/Holden-After-and-Before
mailto:hi@taramcguire.com
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By Dr. Sofia Bartlett

What is ‘hep C’?

Hepatitis  C,  or  “hep C” is  a  virus that 

is  spread through blood to blood 

contact.  Anyone who had a blood 

transfusion or received blood products 

in Canada before 1992 could have 

been exposed to hep C.  People who 

have had surger y,  medical  injections 

or  dental  care in certain countries 

where the virus is  more common — 

including China,  India,  Iran,  Pakistan, 

Romania,  Ukraine or Vietnam — could 

also have been exposed to hep C.

Sharing drug use (e.g.  cookers/mixes, 

pipes,  needles/syringes),  tattooing or 

piercing equipment is  a  big risk for  hep 

C infection.  Hep C can also be passed 

through condom-less sex if  there is 

blood present,  but it  isn’t  passed on 

through kissing ,  hugging ,  coughing or 

sharing things such as dishes or  a  toilet.

Anyone who could have been exposed 

to hep C should get  tested for it ,  because 

the only way to know if  you have hep 

C is  to be tested.  There is  no vaccine 

to prevent hep C infection;  there are 

vaccines to prevent the other main 

hepatitis  viruses,  hep A and hep B. 

B ecause there is  no vaccine against 

hep C,  the best  ways to prevent hep C 

infection are to avoid sharing drugs and 

drug use equipment (ever ything new, 

ever y time),  get  tested regularly and use 

a condom with new partners or  if  there 

might be blood present during sex.

TLC Project connects people living with 
infection and facing barriers to accessing 
treatment with health care professionals

/  viewpoints

continued on page 12

How cellphones are helping 
to cure people of hepatitis C
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Help for hepatitis C: 

TLC Project cares

/  viewpoints

How does hep C affect the body?

Some people who become infected with 

hep C can clear the virus on their own 

within six months, but will not develop 

any immunity, meaning getting the 

infection again is possible. But about 75 

per cent of adults who become infected 

with hep C develop a chronic infection, 

meaning the virus won't go away. Chronic 

hep C infection leads to scar tissue and 

permanent damage to the liver (called 

cirrhosis), and many people eventually 

develop liver failure or liver cancer if they 

don’t get treatment for the infection.

Chronic hep C infection can also trigger 

or worsen other common health conditions, 

such as type II diabetes, depression, 

psoriasis, chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease (COPD), kidney problems or arthritis.

New medications have 
changed hep C treatment

New medications to treat hep C, called 

Direct Acting Antivirals (DAAs for short), 

only became available to everyone in 

the last four years. The DAAs work so 

well, that hep C infection can now be 

cured in eight to 12 weeks by taking just 

one to three tablets, once per day.

More than 95 per cent of people who 

complete treatment now are cured from 

the infection and experience almost no 

side effects from the medications.

We estimate that in British Columbia, 

there are about 20,000 people living 

with hep C infection who still have not 

been linked to care or started hep C 

treatment. Many of those people were 

diagnosed several years ago, so they might 

not know about the new treatments.

Many people living with hep C face 

other barriers to accessing care and 

treatment, such as not being able to get to 

appointments due to lack of mobility 

or not having the financial means. 

Some people are also afraid of going 

to the doctor, because of previous 

negative experiences or other fears.

What is Test Link Call (TLC) Project?

To help people overcome these types 

of barriers and be able to be cured of 

hep C infection, Test Link Call (TLC) 

Project provides eligible participants 

with a free cellphone and an unlimited 

talk and text plan for six months, plus 

connection to a Peer Health Mentor.

Peer Health Mentors are people who 

have lived experience of substance 

use, incarceration, or hep C infection, 

and they work with participants to 

set goals for themselves, connect to 

a hep C treatment provider, get to 

appointments or just check in and chat.

Every phone that TLC participants 

receive is brand new and 

pre-loaded with contact 

information and mobile 

applications (“apps”) to 

support the participants’ 

access to hep C 

treatment and other 

care or services. This 

includes the number 

for their Peer Health 

Mentor and the BC Help 

4 Hep toll free support 

line (1-888-411-7578).

Additionally, apps 

installed include: 

LifeGuard (www.

lifeguarddh.com) and 

Brave (www.brave.

coop), which are both 

overdose prevention 

apps; MediSafe (https://bit.

ly/3bDjt8I), a medication tracking 

and reminder app; StressCoach (https://

bit.ly/3zX7kVj), a mindfulness and self-

help app; and I’m Ready (https://www.

readytoknow.ca/ready-get-a-kit/im-ready-

test-app/) an HIV self-test app. 

The phones are each participant's 

own to keep. After the free six-

month plan is up, participants are 

transitioned to a prepaid plan that 

they are responsible to pay for. 

How is the project going?

TLC Project began in September 

2021. So far 89 people have been 

enrolled and received a cellphone 

and been connected to hep C 

care through this pilot project. It will 

continue to run until the end of 2022 and 

we are collecting data to determine if the 

aim of the project, which was to improve 

connection to hep C treatment, has been 

met. We hope the outcomes from this 

pilot project can help extend the project 

longer and make the eligibility wider, 

so not just people affected by hep C can 

also have access to a program like this.

Want to join the TLC Project?

To find out about accessing hep C 

care and treatment, or learn if you 

can join TLC, contact your nearest 

participating site from this list:

• 

• ASK Wellness, Kamloops 

— call 250-299-2262;

• HIV and Hep C Specialist 

Support Team, Prince George 

— call 1-888-645-6495;

• CoolAid Access Health Centre, 

Victoria — call 250-385-1466;

• Vancouver Infectious Diseases Centre, 

Vancouver — call 604-642-6429;

• Purpose Society, New Westminster 

— call 604-526-2522;

• Positive Health Services, 

Surrey — call 604-582-4581;

• Alliance Clinic, Surrey — 

call 604-582-5826.

If you are a care provider and want to 

learn more or find out how your clients 

can access this program, visit: https://

stbbipathways.ca/test-link-call-project   

“This is an awesome 

project, I would highly 

recommend it.”

 — Robert, TLC Project 

participant

“I've been able to maintain 

better communication with my 

doctors, outreach workers and 

my recovery network. And I also 

keep in touch with my kids."

— Lucy, TLC Project participant

“I knew what to do, I knew 

how to do it, but I was 

scared. The unknown, fear… 

change scares people.”

— Jane, TLC Project participant

from page 11

https://stbbipathways.ca/test-link-call-project/


m Dr. Sofia Bartlett from Hepatitis Services at BC Centre for Disease Control (above), along with Jane, and Robert, Lucy, three participants 

in Test Link Call (TLC) Project, are sharing how cellphones are helping to connect people across B.C. to hep C care. Bartlett acknowledges 

all the TLC Project participants, especially Lucy, Robert and Jane (whose names have been changed to protect their anonymity), as well 

as the staff and Peer Health Mentors at Unlocking the Gates Services Society, BCMHSUS Correctional Health Services, BC Hepatitis 

Network and BCCDC Foundation for Public Health  for their support and work to make TLC Project a success. Photos submitted. 
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SEEING 
THEMSELVES

IN A

POSITIVE

LIGHT

Bringing Photography 
Home project 
provides professional 
portraits to people 
experiencing poverty and 
homelessness

Story and photos by Rick Collins

T
he history of photography tells us that portrait 

photography is for the privileged. Who can 

afford to hire a professional creative to paint 

or photograph a portrait of a person or family?

A look in the British Columbia archives shows 

images of wealthy families gathered together at 

events such as weddings and holidays dating all 

the way back to the beginning of colonization. 

In contrast, poor families did not have a camera 

and may have only been photographed out of 

curiosity. And in general, Black, Indigenous and 

People of Colour could not afford the luxury 

of a studio portrait for themselves. For most 

who are BIPOC, the only “official” picture ever 

taken of them was at school, a long time ago.

Today, smart phones have changed 

everything. Selfies and group photographs 

are a common digital media. This is a good 

thing. However, professionally lighted, studio 

portraits remain out of reach for most.

Enter any well-to-do Victoria or Vancouver 

home, and you will see framed family pictures. 

These heirlooms — cherished pieces seen and 

celebrated each day — hang on walls with 

distinction, lean prominently on mantles 

over fireplaces, or rest on bedside tables like 

a goodnight kiss before the light is shut off. 

Their role is a grounding. Pictures of ourselves 

and our people reinforce our belief that we 

are living well; that everything is OK.

I've been creating portraits of marginalized 

folks for decades. I meet people downtown or 

in other neighbourhoods. Most, if not all, of 

the people I photograph, don’t have a picture 

of themselves, let alone a studio portrait. They 

are separated from their families and have 

lost most of their friends and belongings.

For the past couple of years I've been meeting 

people where they feel most comfortable. I 

bring my studio to them. We spend about 20 

minutes making pictures together, chatting 

about life and finding common ground. 

/  cover story

k Opposite page: Becky had her portrait taken as part 

of the Bring Photography Home project created by 

Victoria-based photographer Rick Collins. Says Becky: 

“I am just so happy to be off the street right now. It's 

rough out there. And to have a new beginning with a 

door with a lock is a small miracle.”

continued on page 19
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k  A beloved couple in the Victoria 

community, both Geraldine and Dan 

have helped thousands of others 

through their years of work with  

unhoused, recovering and 

marginalized people.

/  cover story
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The images we create are not about 

putting on airs or dressing up. These 

portraits are meant to be a reflection of 

who a person is at the current moment 

in time. This is who we are right now.

I try to shoot a few Polaroids to 

give to them right there. Then I 

return days later with prints. 

Part of this project has resulted in 

me reconnecting with my own family. I 

did not know my father. I have  recently 

connected with him and a half-brother I 

never met. We chatted about life — and 

avoided regrets. Dick told me he has no 

photographs of himself or his family. He 

lost everything when he left them to live 

by himself deep in the backwoods of B.C.

So far, the response to this initiative has 

been overwhelming and positive. These 

portraits hang inside tents, in vehicles 

and on walls at transition houses.

Having a nice photograph of yourself is a 

touchstone. Many people are estranged from 

family, and sending a nice print back to them 

is the beginning of a healing process that can 

take many years. These pictures are a bridge.

Unfortunately, with a growing deadly 

toll attributed to B.C.’s current toxic illicit 

drug supply, many portraits are also used 

at funerals and memorials to identify a 

valued member lost to our community.

I created a non-profit entity called 

Bringing Photography Home to continue 

this work. I am volunteering and working 

with various local non-profit organizations 

in Victoria and meeting people from all 

walks of life who work with me in producing 

meaningful portraits for themselves. They 

greatly appreciate receiving the prints.

I've received a few donations, and am 

open to more. I am applying for various 

grants to continue my work. This helps pay 

for the paper and ink, and the Polaroids. 

For me, I am happy to volunteer my time 

and expertise as a career photojournalist in 

helping others far less-fortunate than me to 

see themselves in a more positive light.  

Rick Collins is an award-winning 

photographer and career photojournalist 

who is based in Victoria. He can be 

reached at rick@rickcollinsphotography.

com or 250-217-8400.

o Opposite page: Imagine waking up one day 

and not recognizing yourself.

“This is me?” Elizabeth asks as she is handed a 

black-and-white print of a portrait taken a few 

days before.

She, and hundreds of others living in extremely 

difficult conditions in the downtown core of 

Victoria, often don't know how they got there, or 

just who they are now.

“I woke up one day. I'm in my 60s. And, this is 

me,?” she questions.

m This page, top: Injured in a fire, Gino wants 

a photograph of his bangs, because his mother, 

now passed, “Always loved my hair.”

/  cover story

from page 14

more photos on pages 20-21

https://www.rickcollinsphotography.com
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n Opposite page, top: Gary lives right on the edge of 

the city. He resides in a run-down tent with his cat 

surrounded by everything he owns — mostly audio 

equipment and guitars piled up all around him. Gary 

says he was a valued studio musician.

"I played with all the great Canadian bands in the 

’70s and ’80s before a car accident ended my career."

p Opposite page, bottom right: Dick is the 

photographer Rick Collins' father. Says Rick: "I 

never knew my father. He left us when I was two. I 

reconnected with him recently after hearing he was 

estranged from his entire family for years and living 

rough in the middle of nowhere. His health is failing 

and he has now reconnected with sons and daughters 

I am only meeting now."

p Opposite page, bottom left: Albert says,"I was 

in prison for decades shortly after immigrating to 

Canada. Now, I'm out, but soon I will die. I want my 

family to see me for who I am, and not who I was."

m This page, top: Living in a small, single room in 

some of the worst conditions in the city, Bob has not 

had a "proper" photograph taken in decades.

"I lost most of my stuff years ago. And beyond that 

smoky old mirror, I had no idea what I really looked 

like," he jokes. 

His smiling face now hangs on his wall. And he 

proudly points out, "Yes, that's me."

k This page, right: "I am moving forward, step by 

baby step, towards who knows what?" says Joanne, 

who recently moved from living rough to a secure 

room in a government-owned motel room.  

/  cover story
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Changing the story on poverty.
  Every magazine sold helps our low-income vendors stay out of the cold.



o Cesar Forero has 

had a prolific journey 

through the arts. His 

performances and  displays 

can be seen worldwide. His 

architectural designs are 

found across continents 

from Canada to Colombia, 

and he has competed 

in international figure 

skating events at world 

championships, receiving 

two bronze medals in South 

America. 

m He combines his 

unique experience with 

body movement and art 

as curator of the Truth 

Gym Gallery in Victoria. 

Photos submitted. 
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By Jamila Douhaibi

Weightlifting, treadmills and overall working 

out doesn’t seem conducive with fine lines 

and brush strokes. But Cesar Forero believes 

that body movement, whether during body 

building or performance art, can go together.

Curator of the Truth Gym Gallery 

in Victoria, Forero has an extensive 

background in different art mediums. 

To understand his link between these 

two different concepts involves an 

interesting journey through his story. 

Forero is a Canadian citizen, born 

in Colombia, with a background in 

art and architecture. A member of the 

International Academy of Ceramics, his 

sculpture skills run alongside a knowledge 

of painting and performance art. 

/  arts feature

A Victoria gallery curator believes that body movement — whether 
during exercising or performing — work well together

THE ART OF 

WORKING OUT

continued on page 24
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Career: artist, athlete and architect

The insightful book, THE ART OF CO-OPERATION, examines the 

root cause of our world problems: the glamour, or psychological 

‘fog’, that hides the reality of our oneness and produces pain 

and suffering at all levels. Overcoming glamour is therefore seen 

as the key to realizing unity, the true relationship of all life in 

the universe. Co-operation—rather than competition—follows 

naturally, and is the only foundation for a just and 

peaceful world.

share-international.ca

THE ART OF

CO-OPERATION

With an MFA from the University of 

Waterloo in Ontario, Forero has been a 

professor of art, design and architecture 

at universities in Colombia, Canada 

and the United States. His impressive 

background includes sitting on several 

artistic boards, acting as artist-in-

residence at centres in Germany, 

Argentina and Finland, and f luency in 

Spanish, English, German and French. 

His prolif ic journey through the arts 

can be seen in performances and displays 

worldwide. His architectural designs are 

found across continents from Canada 

to Colombia, and he has competed in 

international f igure skating events at 

world championships, receiving two 

bronze medals in South America.

But Forero says he has also been 

honoured to do commissions for small 

places like Matachewan, Ontario  

and that some of the highlights 

from his artistic career come from 

his time in that province.

One memorable opening reception at 

the Canadian Sculpture Centre in 2017 

included an other worldly under water 

display paired with surreal music and 

dancing. Forero created an installation 

with dangling jellyfish, with the music 

created from his own lyrics, as well as 

being one of the performers. Budding 

Water  was Forero’s response to his 

concern for the Earth’s polluted waters 

and increasing environmental issues, 

which is one of his many inspirations. 

Forero says that he tends to “create 

large-size installations, including 

paintings and sculptures.”

 Alongside the installations 

he sets up, he makes “a dance 

performance within this space, in 

tandem with the physical works.”

He has always been a visual artist, 

but also a dancer and mover. In this 

context, creating a space for movement 

that also incorporates paintings 

and sculpture, makes sense. 

The Truth Gym Galler y opened in 

October of 2021. Forero says that the space 

is dedicated to contemporar y art about 

the human body, pliability and movement.

The exhibition area is 1,300 square 

feet and can host solo, group and 

performance art shows. His vision for 

the space is all-encompassing, as he 

plans to use the galler y for residencies, 

lectures, workshops, exhibitions, 

performances and publications.

Because of its location within a 

gym, Forero is able to increase the 

idea of the gallery beyond the four 

walls of the main exhibition space to 

incorporate art pieces amongst the 

workout machines and performances 

in the parking lot, and eventually plans 

to install sculptures in the green area 

that runs alongside the cement lot.

Forero hopes that this breakaway 

from the stereotypical fine art gallery 

will create a space for “encouraging and 

expanding the perception of contemporary 

art in the B.C. community.”

/  arts feature

from page 23

continued on page 26

https://share-ecart.com/the-art-of-co-operation/
https://share-international.ca
https://share-international.org/av/av_main.htm
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JOIN USJOIN US

TOGETHER TOGETHER ((with mocktails, music and  with mocktails, music and  
Megaphone!Megaphone!)) at 312 Main, we at 312 Main, we''ll celebrate ll celebrate 
20 years of Hope in Shadows, congratulate our  20 years of Hope in Shadows, congratulate our  
2022 Vendor of the Year and and hear from our keynote 2022 Vendor of the Year and and hear from our keynote 
speaker President and CEO of the Vancouver Airport speaker President and CEO of the Vancouver Airport 
Authority, Tamara Vrooman.Authority, Tamara Vrooman.

Tuesday, September 20th  fromfrom 5:30 to 7:00pm5:30 to 7:00pm

for Megaphonefor Megaphone’’ss  Happy Hour Happy Hour 

Fundraiser!Fundraiser!

Buy your ticket today!
Tickets are Tickets are $$50 in50 in--person and person and $$35 to tune into the livestream.35 to tune into the livestream.  
Included are refreshing mocktails and tasty appetizers.Included are refreshing mocktails and tasty appetizers.

wwwwww..megaphonemagazine.commegaphonemagazine.com//happyhourhappyhour

Megaphone Happy Hour Sponsors 2022Megaphone Happy Hour Sponsors 2022

C O N T I N U I N G C O N T I N U I N G 

S T U D I E SS T U D I E S

https://www.megaphonemagazine.com/happyhour
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/mocktails-music-and-megaphone-tickets-400849751397
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Truth Gym Gallery: showcases 

both local and international talent

/ arts feature

HOPE IN 
SHADOWS

ON SALE NEXT MONTH • SPECIAL VINTAGE POSTER INSIDE!

EXCITING NEWS! 

We're celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the Hope in Shadows

project, so the theme for 2023 is 
"Celebrate!"

The 2023 Hope in Shadows calendar 
goes on sale in October 2022. 

To find a vendor so you can buy the 
new 2023 Hope in Shadows calendar,  
go to: megaphonemagazine.com 

The 2023

CALENDAR is almost here.

Two upcoming shows that provide an 

accurate representation of the Truth Gym 

Gallery and Forero’s vision begin this 

month, on Sept.  3. MurMur, an exhibition 

by Montreal artist Julianna Joos and 

local Victoria artist Wendy Duffield, 

examines the idea of intangible, unseen 

things such as thoughts, stories and 

memories, which inspire the physical 

manifestations created for this show

 Joos’ and Duffiled’s creations work 

to show “the importance of our legacy 

and the presence of our thoughts 

transformed into a physical object.” 

Breath, heartbeats and peoples’ love for 

others can all be experienced through 

the pieces in this two-artist exhibition.

Also opening on Sept.  3 is an exhibit 

of the  international work of the Broken 

Forests Group. The group defines 

themselves as an ad-hoc group of visual 

artists, performance artists, media artists, 

curators and naturalists dedicated to 

focusing attention upon the exploitation 

and eradication of forests and sacred sites.

 Artists and curators from this group 

include individuals from Canada, Taiwan, 

Spain, Brazil, Ukraine, Chile, Germany, 

Colombia and Sweden, including Forero. 

He says that their work engages audiences 

through environmental awareness to 

make work that “enhances rather than 

exploits the landscape” in the hopes this 

awareness will lead to the restoration 

of wilderness areas around the world.

As a gallery that represents both local 

and international art, Forero is excited 

about both avenues for future exhibitions. 

In December, for the holiday season, the 

gallery will host a Christmas exhibition 

showcasing work from members of 

the local Saanich Peninsula Arts and 

Crafts Society. A residency program 

exchange between galleries in Canada 

and Mexico is also in the works for the 

spring of 2023. This partnership will send 

students from each country to the other 

for a summer of sharing and learning 

different art and curatorial practices. 

Forero plans to keep these exchange 

programs as an ongoing part of the 

gallery’s mandate, as well as incorporating 

more performance art at the gallery.

The Truth Gym Gallery is open regularly 

throughout the week, with extended 

hours because of its setting inside a 

gym. Admission is free and the space is 

open for art-related events and rentals.

With an ever-evolving space, Forero’s 

vision for the gallery is this: “To be a 

cultural gathering place that promotes the 

arts for the B.C. community, motivating 

creativity and development.”  

For more information on hours 

and upcoming shows visit: 

truthg ymgaller y.com/art-galler y.

from page 24

https://truthgymgallery.com/art-gallery/
https://www.megaphonemagazine.com
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Let the healing 
process continue
By Priscillia Mays Tait

The National Day of Truth and 

Reconciliation is more than a statutory 

holiday on Sept. 30. It's a day to honour 

and commemorate the children who were 

found at the Indian Residential Schools, 

the survivors of those schools and the 

people like myself who continue to feel the 

intergenerational effects to this day.

The federal government funded the 

schools and allowed the churches to 

operate them. The goal was to "civilize" 

and “Christianize" the Indigenous children, 

by separating them from their families, 

communities, languages, spirituality and 

most of all their cultural ways of life.

This gave  governments the opportunity 

to reap natural resources through 

hydroelectric, gas and mining projects 

— without consulting Indigenous 

communities.

Sne kalyegh, Phyllis Jack Webstad, for 

raising awareness with the Orange Shirt Day 

campaign. She is a former residential school 

student.

Indigenous Peoples are more than an 

Indian Status or Treaty number. Many work 

in various job sectors, such as the arts, 

health care, the justice system, education, 

trades and many more.

Through the Turtle Island-wide digital 

lens of the television show Reservation Dogs, 

viewers can see some of the effects of loss of 

language and culture. Most of all, they are 

shown that "we" as Indigenous Peoples can 

surmount trauma by means of humour, one 

of the keys to healing.

More needs to be done. We must see 

the end of the tragedies of missing and 

murdered Indigenous Peoples that have led 

to so many vigil ceremonies and memorial 

marches.

Yes, our Indigenous Peoples are only 

beginning to heal the trauma they have 

endured. Let the healing process continue, 

for the sake of future generations. Sne 

kalyegh to our ancestors for preparing a path 

for us and for the generations to come. 

Priscillia Mays Tait is a Babine, Gitxsan 

and mostly Wet'suwet'en artist and mother. 

She is a Megaphone vendor and frequent 

contributor to the magazine. Photo submitted 

by Priscillia Mays Tait.
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ACROSS

1 Half of an ice grabber
5 Carling O'___ (onetime brewer)
10 Beaded slip-ons, for short
14 Belcher at a tea party, say
15 '90s Governor General
Hnatyshyn
16 No room to swing ___
17 *In some way
19 Having a wild flavour
20 Mirror image, often?
21 Airport building
23 Prom venue, perhaps
26 Cyber seller
28 "Exodus" character
29 Have the ___ for (be sweet on)
31 "The Simpsons" Duff dispenser
32 Early PC platform
34 *Won't be believed, slangily
38 Triple-hug, in a letter
39 Shoulder-crier's sentiment
40 *Utterly abandon
49 Wheel rods
50 Neptune's realm, in myth
51 Himalayan hgt.
52 Kick ___ fuss
53 Tough-guy triathlon
57 Chilling activity, for short?
58 Appoint as a candidate
60 Break down, as compost
62 U.K. military medals
63 *Upholstered seat cushion
tuck
68 Make over
69 Majestic tales
70 Prefix meaning "self"
71 Belgian river to the North Sea
72 Dry, as Italian wine
73 See 40-Down

DOWN

1 Flat-bottomed boat
1 "Not sure yet," in a T.V. guide
2 Sock-in-the-gut response
3 "I was kidding!"

4 Not dyeing, as hair
5 Wiener topper that's "sauer"
6 "... spelled with ___ in 'eagle'"
7 It may be expressed with :-) or
>:(
8 Fido's front limb
9 Between: Fr.
10 Biblical wise guys
11 Song that gets people on their
feet
12 Chevy muscle cars
13 In "Vogue," maybe
18 Preschoolers?
22 Nighttime orb, in a kid's song
23 4, on the phone
24 Homies' howdies
25 Logan is Canada's highest:
Abbr.
27 Baie-Comeau buddy
30 Kenmore in the kitchen
33 Abba or First Aid Kit member,
e.g.
35 Enters
36 Gusher's cry
37 A pair, to Burns
40 With 73- Across, schedule of
tasks ... and an apt place for
the last words of the starred
answers
41 Pulls back the curtain on
42 Topped with ice cream
43 Atom that may be radioactive
44 Like cheaper drugs
45 Seuss title food
46 Car seller on a lot: Abbr.
47 Stimpy's chihuahua chum
48 B.C.'s intl. airport
54 Participates in a 53-Across
55 "Am not!" retort
56 Neither partner
59 "Take it as ___ not at all"
61 Nonstick cookware brand
64 Letters on the starship
Enterprise
65 "Je suis d'accord"
66 Some C.F.B. officers
67 Small J topper

CROSSWORD 
What To Do, What To Do

m A ClassiCanadian Crosswords Puzzle by Barbara 

Olson. Visit classicanadianxwords.ca
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m Hot Brown Honey — The Remix hits the stage at the York Theatre this month. The award-winning production stars Lisa Fa’alafi as The 

Game Changer; Hope Haami as Hope One The Beatboxer; Ghenoa Gela as The Ground Breaker; Alinta McGrady as Badass Mother; Lilikoi 

Kaos as The Wave Maker; Mayu Muto as The Gravity Defier; and Busty Beatz as The Queen Bee. More details: https://thecultch.com/event/

hot-brown-honey-the-remix/

Smash

The Cultch presents Hot 

Brown Honey — The Remix, 
the latest embodiment of the 
hit show Hot Brown Honey. 
Produced by Quiet Riot, in 
partnership with Kim “Busty 
Beatz” Bowers and Lisa 
Fa’alafi, Hot Brown Honey 

— The Remix plays the York 

Theatre, Sept. 23 to Oct. 8. 
Steeped in the "Word of The 
Mother" and packing a punch 
of Hip Hop politics, Hot 

Brown Honey is a world-
renowned, award-winning 
production. Equal parts 
theatrical masterpiece and 
social activism, a stellar 
posse of World First Nations 
women smash stereotypes 
— through song, dance, 
beatboxing, striptease, 
comedy and spoken word — in 
an unapologetic celebration 
of our similarities and 
differences. 
Tickets through the box 
office: 604-251-1363 or 
thecultch.com/event

Watch

The Firehall Arts Centre 
kicks off its 40th anniversary 
season with Khoj — A 

Contemporary Kathak 

Dance Extravaganza, by 
Edmonton’s Usha Gupta 

Dance Entourage, Sept. 
21-24. 
Khoj – A Contemporary

Kathak Dance

Extravaganza blends 
traditional and modern
movement through the
different forms of the ocean,
romance, rhythmic pattern,
inner search for spirituality,
and finishes with Sufi (divine
truth). In this performance,
Usha Gupta’s dance
ensemble reimagines Kathak,
the classical form of dance
from northern India. 
Learn more at www.

firehallartscentre.ca

See

The Surrey Art Gallery 

will host two exhibits this 
fall with the Black Arts 

Centre: Concealed Cultures: 

Visualizing the Black 

Vernacular and I see; I 

breathe; I am! both opening 
on Sept. 17 and running until 
Dec. 11. 
The Black Arts Centre is 
a Black youth-owned and 
operated artist-run centre and 
community space located in 
Surrey. 
Concealed Cultures: 

Visualizing the Black 

Vernacular features the work 
of seven artists: Oluseye, Karice 
Mitchell, Fegor Obuwoma, 
Clancy A.F Ngbolah, Odera 
Igbokwe, Michele Bygodt and 
Nura Ali. 
I see; I breathe; I am! 

showcases artists Nancy 
Ainomugisha and Olúwáṣọlá 
Kẹ́hìndé Olówó-Aké. 
Free admission. More info at 
https://www.surrey.ca/arts-

culture/surrey-art-gallery 

View

Art Downtown is an outdoor 
summer art festival where both 
new and established artists 
are encouraged to create and 
sell their work. They will be 
presenting their work and 
painting techniques in one of 
two open settings: Wednesdays 
at Lot 19, 855 West Hastings St. 
and Fridays at Jack Poole Plaza, 
1055 Canada Place. From 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. until Sept. 30. 
Brought to you by the 
Vancouver Visual Art 

Foundation in partnership 
with the Downtown 

Vancouver Business 

Improvement Association. 
More at: https://www.vanvaf.

com/art-downtown 

Have a listing for / etcetera? 

Email info to editor@

megaphonemagazine.com

/  etcetera
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By Julie Chapman

 

I have been living, working, playing and 

volunteering in the Downtown Eastside 

of Vancouver for more than 20 years. 

Over the past two to three years, the lack 

of  housing and number of people living 

on the streets has grown dramatically.

There have been several so-called tent cities 

that have come and gone, the most recent one 

being along East Hastings Street. The tents 

and makeshift shelters have spanned from 

Carrall to Gore Streets on East Hastings, taking 

up both north and south sides of the street. 

When tent cities sprout up, they affect 

our whole community — certainly the 

people who find they have no options but 

to set up tents for shelter, but also people 

like myself who have mobility issues.

Trying to navigate my mobility scooter 

through the increasingly crowded landscape 

of East Hastings Street has been nerve-

racking and stressful. The space that is left for 

pedestrians to get through on the sidewalks 

is barely wide enough to get my scooter 

through. There are numerous obstacles and 

many of the tents are spilling out onto the 

area that is supposed to be for pedestrians.

I have stopped and asked people if they 

can please move their stuff so that I can pass 

through without having to run over any of 

their belongings. I have had some people 

curse and call me names, telling me to go a 

different way instead. I have also had people 

be very respectful and apologetic for having 

their items blocking part of the walkway.

Nonetheless, it can be very dangerous 

going through there because there are objects 

that are sticking out from the tents and 

sometimes, they are an accident waiting to 

happen. There are sticks, pieces of wood, 

metal bars and once I even saw an upright 

piano sitting outside one of the tents.   

I have observed a couple of people who 

use manual wheelchairs to get around 

having struggles with trying to muster 

enough strength to be able to get their 

wheelchairs through all the debris. In 

both cases, they had no alternatives other 

than to ask someone passing by if they 

could give them a push until they have 

made it through the Hastings tent city.

I have a lot of compassion for the people 

and the homelessness situation in our 

community. I was homeless myself in the 

DTES for four years and it was hard.

Not having enough places for people to 

live that are safe, clean and maintained, 

not infested with bugs and supportive of 

low-income residents means the number of 

people experiencing homelessness is only 

going to keep getting higher. According 

to some of the people who have been 

offered an alternative place to stay, the 

places that  have been presented to them, 

in their opinions, are not safer or better 

than if they were to stay in their tents. 

“Sweeping the streets” clear of tent 

cities — from CRAB Park, Oppenheimer 

Park, Strathcona Park, and most recently 

along East Hastings Street — is not a 

long-term solution to homelessness and 

doesn’t help the community at-large.     

There needs to be a lot more adequate, 

affordable housing made available for 

everyone who wants and needs it.  

n Julie Chapman uses a motorized scooter to 

get around and finds the crowded sidewalks 

of East Hastings Street difficult to navigate. 

Still, she argues that "street sweeps" that 

target people's tents and belongings are not 

a long-term solution to homelessness and 

shouldn't be done. Photo by Julie Chapman. 

As a person who has 
mobility issues, how 
has the tent city on East 
Hastings Street impacted 
your life?

The question is …

This column is co-managed by 
Megaphone reporters Nicolas Crier 
and Julie Chapman. Want your query 
answered by an expert? Send it to: 
editor@megaphonemagazine.com

mailto:editor@megaphonemagazine.com
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For Maryann Sundown, her grandchildren are her world. 

On this particular Sunday, she was visiting with her first 

grandson, and because it was a warm summer day, she 

did what any grandmother would naturally do.

She gave him a water gun. 

“So here he is at the park — we usually go to the park — and 

he is filling his water gun, and you’ll notice he has his winter 

earmuffs on,” Maryann says laughing, “and it's a summer 

day and it's hot, so that's pretty funny. That's basically 

him concentrating on filling up his little water gun.”

Maryann had a camera handy as she was participating 

in last year’s Hope in Shadows calendar contest, which 

had a theme of “Play,” so this scene was perfect.

The pair — along with two other grandsons, also 

equipped with water guns — had gone to Douglas Park 

in south Vancouver so spend some time together.

“It's a new park, a really new park, and they have lots of places for 

kids to play. They even have a zipline, which they love,” Maryann 

says. “I was excited for that day because I had the camera and I had 

good subjects, so I was running around and I took so many pictures 

of the three of them — and they’re so fast that probably some of the 

pictures are blurred! So I was really tired by the end of the day.”

“I have lots of pictures of them chasing each other with 

the water guns, getting each other all wet, and they got me a 

couple times. The rule was, 'Don’t hit Grandma, don’t shoot 

Grandma.' But of course, I got caught in the crossfire.”

“I love this photo because it depicts my little grandson, depicts 

the child so focused on what he is doing 

that he is oblivious to what is around him, 

filling up his little water gun so that he 

can chase everybody around with it.”

About the photographer:

Maryann Sundown (Cree) is from 

northern Saskatchewan and has 

lived in Vancouver since 1991.

In addition to keeping busy 

in the arts and entertainment 

industry, and attending rallies “to 

fight for whatever is right,” Maryann says spending time 

with her grandchildren is her number-one priority. 

Earmuffs
By Paula Carlson

TOP

30
RUNNER-UP

Each month, Megaphone features an image from the 

Top 30 finalists in our annual Hope in Shadows photo 

contest. The winning 13 photos are published in our 2022 

Hope in Shadows calendar. Watch for the new 2023 

Hope in Shadows calendar, available in October!

2022
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